oniy the prelude to a long series of enactments, mostly traceable to episcopal influence^ which consummated the work. Pagan beliefs were not of the kind that thrive by persecution.
Augustine maintains a significant silence in the Confessions about the great events he witnessed at Rome in 384. He tells us two things only : firstly, he was less drawn to Christianity than ever ; and secondly, he felt an inclination to turn his back on all the churches and temples. We can easily fill in the eloquent blank in his experiences, if we examine the situation of the Church at Rome during his residence there ; and the brief study will help us to understand to an extent why, apart from the struggle over the new law, the cultured pagans of the time politely ignore the existence of Christianity in Rome.
If Augustine was at Rome in the month of November 384, he probably went with 'all Rome ' to see the funeral of Blesilla, daughter of a noble Christian house. Her remains were being conveyed with exceptional pomp to the tomb of her ancestors, when her mother Paula gave way to a wild burst of grief, and was carriedll religions,  this   much  is  certain — they  improve from   age  to   age.      Not   the   conservatism  forlemain, etc., were dropped.
